Biological control is the sustainable solution for Southeast Asian thrips
problem in chillies

Southeast Asian thrips, Thrips parvispinus has become a major threat in chillies
hampering its production and productivity. To control these thrips, farmers in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana are using several chemical pesticides at frequent intervals
due to which pest resistance and pesticide residue has become a concern for chilli
exports. For this, Dr. Kolla Sreedevi, Principal Scientist at ICAR-NBAIR briefed the
farmers about benefits of biological control and emphasized that biological control is
the viable alternative option to manage the thrips population in chillies effectively.She
has also highlighted the biopesticides and attractants developed at the Institute for
effective management of thrips and urged farmers to reduce chemical pesticides
usage and adopt biocontrol and its compatible technologies.
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