
Outbreak of invasive rugose spiraling whitefly on oil palm plantation in Andhra 

Pradesh 

.................................................................................................... 

Severe infestation by rugose spiraling whitefly (Aleurodicus rugioperculatus Martin) is being 

reported on oil palm (Elaeis guineensis Jacq.) in West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh. In 2016, 

ICAR-NBAIR reported the occurrence of this invasive pest on coconut and banana plantations in the 

adjoining district i.e. East Godavari district of the state. It thus indicates, that the pest is extending its 

host range and geographical distribution in the state. The predominant natural enemy (Encarsia 

goudeloupae) recorded in other states was totally absent in this crop plant. This is an alarming 

situation as it can lead to the uninterrupted and rapid multiplication of the pest and devastation of the 

crop. Redistribution of the natural enemies on infested oil palms is strongly recommended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


